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TORIALS 


Confusion Worse Confounded 

In a recent article in the, Christian Century, 
Conrad H. Moehlman, : distinguished church 
historian, asks a question: “Why Are We So 
Contused’’? 


This article fascinates the writer because it 
so clearly shows the situation which was the 
background of recent editorial this 
Journal — “The Layman’s Plea’.* 


Dr. MoehIman describes the present-day con- 
fusion in theological circles as coming from 
the failure of ministers to carry to its logical 
conclusion the historical (Higher Critical) 
method of biblical study when they get out 
into the ministry, their dilemma _ being that 
the average layman in the pew neither wants 
nor understands this departure from evangelical 
Christianity. 


For Dr. Moehlman it is obvious that the 
critical approach to the Bible is the only one 
acceptable to these who have been blessed by 
training in a “progressive theological school.” 


Predicated on the assumption that the Bible 
is full of “discrepancies, divergencies, anachron- 
isms and contradictions’, we are told that while 
in the past “religious truth . Was authori- 
tarian, absolute and God-inspired’’, today it is, 
“relative, developmental and conditioned”. 


While it is true that the “university-trained 
Christian of today lives in a world different 
from his grandfather's”, is it not equally true 
that sin and its effects, and God’s plan of re- 
dempticn, have not changed? It is also still 
true that two and two make four. Why should 


*Southern Presbyterian Journal, Sept. 14th 
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the intellectual of today have his faith drained 
away by the studied destructicn of those spiritual 
foundations and truths which never change: 
We read further: “If the biblical statements 
cannot be integrated with his view of things, 
they fade away from his experience and no 
longer challenge his thinking.” 


One wonders why the liberal insists that the 
Bible, believed by historic evangelical  stan- 
dards, is not relevant for our times? Is it only 
relevant to the ignorant and unlearned? 


There is absolutely no objection to any and 
every legitimate study of the historical back- 
ground and setting of the various books of the 
Bible. But, there is serious objection to that 
cold and calculated assumption that the Bible 
is a jumble of pious frauds, pre-dated prophe- 
cies, regional folk-lore and pagan religious ex- 
periences into which men have read _ spiritual 
significance in the past. 

There is serious objection to the sifting and 
sorting of the Bible by those scholars who have 
one thing in common—their rejection cf the 
full integrity and authority of the record. De- 
spite their attitude the layman knows that the 
Bible works. 


In all of this discussion the idea of divine 
revelation, of the finality. of any spiritual 
truth, is ignored. Reference is significantly 
made to students “taking the first step in a 
new direction,” and what this leads to ts 
spelled out - “The paradox, therefore, is that 
the longer a student studies the Bible histori- 
cally, the more exact data he gets on First Cen- 
turv Christianity the less competent he becomes 
in Christian work today — unless at the same 
time, by work in history, philosophy, psvchol- 
ogy, ethics and so on, he learns how to 
revalue his first century materials. For other- 
wise all that bedy of first century knowledge 
has only archaeological significance.” 
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One of the great causes of existing confusion 
in the theological world is to be traced to those 
who look at the Bible primarily as a human 
document. Why is the work of the Holy Spirit 
ignored? Is there no place for divine revela- 
tion? For instance, if the Psalms of David 
are but the poetic expressions of a man who 
frequently found himself in difficulties, then, 
of course, they are of little more than historical 
and literary significance. If, on the other hand, 
David wrote under the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit and with a true concept of God, then the 
Psalms become living passages of comfort, hope, 
prophecy, aspiration and worship for us today. 


The writer is not concerned with controversy 
or with theological arguments in which there 
is little profit. But, he is concerned with any 
philosophy of biblical study which is solely 
or largely dependent on human reason and 
secular interpretation. 


We agree with Dr. Moehlman’s conclusion 
that many theologians are confused today. This 
confusion 1s not lessened by the article in ques- 
tion. But, its cause is there for all to see. ‘Turn 
from faith in the trustworthiness of the Scrip- 
tural record to a critical evaluation based on 
human reason and confusion is bound to result. 


Thomas did not believe in the resurrection 
of his Lord, but when he saw Him he cried out: 
“My Lord and my God.” 


It may be that some reader, beset by honest 
doubts and confused by having “taken the first 
step in a new direction’, now finds himself 
floundering, without a message and without 
spiritual power. To such an one we would sug- 
gest an experiment, to be carried out in prayer 
and in sincerity—ask God to show you whether 
His Word is worthy of full confidence? Ask 
Him whether its truths are not relevant for 
us today, as individuals and for society? Ask 
Him, through His Holy Spirit, to give that in- 
ward assurance which can be translated into 
spiritual power. 


The average layman is not deeply interested 
in what Doctor SO-And-SO thinks, or the latest 
book by Professor I-Doubt-It, but, he is often 
stirred in heart and mind and spirit when he 
hears: ‘Thus saith the Lord.” 


“He that rejecteth me, and receitveth not my 
words, hath one that judgeth him: the word 
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him 
in the last day.” —L. N. B. 


Speak, Lord, Thy 
Servant Heareth 


It has become customary to speak of the 
beginning of the Christian life as an encounter 
with God, or as being confronted by Christ. 
With this speaking there often goes a strong 
appeal for life and death decision for God, for 
whole-hearted committal and for passionate de- 
votion. Now these are aspects of the great 
decision, but we do not think they present the 
whole story. 


A number of Biblical accounts may be de- 
scribed as encounters with God. We think of 
the call of Abraham, of the wrestling with 
Jacob, of Moses at the burning bush, of the 
word to young Samuel, of the visions of Isaiah 
and of Paul. But in each of these and other 
cases there is not only the confrontation by 
God and the decision of man, there is also a 
word or words from God. Accordingly, when 
this mode of describing conversion is used, we 
ought to expect a word from God. The risen 
living Christ reveals to us the will of God for 
our salvation by His Word and His Spirit. By 
His Spirit Christ confronts the sinner and calls 
Him to decision; but this is not merely a mysti- 
cal encounter with no message from God. The 
Spirit uses the Word of promise, of call, of 
exhortation, or of example to bring from the 
written Word of God the living message of sal- 
vation to the sinner. 


The words of Moses and of Paul are appro- 
priate here: The Word is nigh thee, in thy 
mouth and in thine heart; that is the word of 
faith which we preach; believe in thy heart that 
God has raised Christ from the dead, confess 
Him as Lord with thy lips. 


One of my Canadian friends reasons to a 
similar conclusion from the fact of the covenant 
of grace. God has been pleased to make Himself 
our God and us His people. Having made Him- 
self our God, He will speak to His people. 


John Calvin insisted on the accommodation 
of God to our needs. God has accommodated 
His infinite glory to our finiteness and revealed 
His power in the works of His hands. When 
sin darkened our understanding, God made a 
special revelation of His saving grace in His 
dealings with Israel, culminating in the coming 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


Christ Himself is the best and final reason 


for believing that God has spoken and does_ 
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speak so that man can understand with suf- 
ficient clarity to be saved and guided. A Platon- 
ist may well reason, as did Celsus, that God 
cannot become Incarnate. The Gospel answer 
is that God did become man; and the further 
answer to our question is that the Incarnate 
God did think human thoughts and_ speak 
human words and cause them to be preserved 
that we might hear and heed. —W.C.R. 


The Basic Issue 


Unbelief stalks abroad today. Not only in 
the land, but in the church. It is nothing for 
respected church leaders to deny the virgin birth, 
to make fun of verbal inspiration, to brand the 
substituticnary atonement as a medieval super- 
stition and to laugh out of court any personal 
return of our Lord. The meliorists with their 
social gespel deny the fundamentals of the faith. 
The neo-orthodox have not really adopted them. 
They deny the objective historic revelation of 
God in the Holy Scriptures; nor do they main- 
tain the absolute necessity of the bodily resur- 
rection of our Lord. Indeed, the great doctrines 
of the Word of God are left to the predilection 
of the individual. 


There are many points of disagreement be- 
tween the modernist and his unbelief on the one 
side and the fundamentalist and his belief on 
the other. However, in my judgment, there is 
one basic area which is the source of all the 
difference. The center of the controversy be- 
tween belief and unbelief, between fundamen- 
talism and modernism, is whether we have the 
complete and final revelation of God in the 
Bible. If we have an objective standard verbally 
inspired, then every other fundamental truth 
must flow from it. 


—Dr. Culbertson, in Moody Monthly 


Thoughts From Psalm 119 


Thirteenth Division : MEM : Verses 97-104 
(see also Psalm 19:10b). 


Key-verse: “How sweet are thy words unto 
my taste! yea, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth”! Verse 104. 


Palestine was “a land flowing with milk and 
honey.” Travelers tell of “honey out of the 
rock” (see Psalm 81:16). What are some of 
the things which make the Bible “sweeter than 
honey’’? 

I. The Forgiveness of the Bible: 
Son, thy sins be forgiven thee. 


The Forgiveness of the Bible is a costly for- 
giveness : He was made sin for us; Christ died 
for our sins; Through this Man is preached 
unto you the forgiveness of sins. 


The forgiveness of the Bible is Full and Free: 
If we confess our sins he is faithful and just 
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to forgive us our sins. He blots them out as a 
thick cloud; remembers them against us no more 
forever; removes as far as East from the West; 
hides them in the depth of the sea, etc. 

Il. The Sympathy of the Bible: Like a father 
pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth them 
that fear Him; “Jesus wept.” 

III. The Comfort of the Bible: Like a mother 
comforts her children; it tells of a Father of 
mercies, and God of all comfort, (II Corinthians 
1:3,4); It tells of a glorious Hope; Wherefore 
comfort one another: I Thes.4:13-18. 


IV. The Sacrifice of the Bible: Vhe precious 
Blood of Christ: “I gave, I gave, my life for 
thee”. The story of Redeeming Grace; of the 
Cross of Calvary, is the sweetest story in the 
Bible. It tells of Love that gave all. 


V. The Rewards of the Bible: It touches our 
heart to receive a Medal, or a Prize. A Crown 
of Life; Eternal Life; is one of the rewards; it 
speaks of Heaven, our Home, and Home is 
sweet. 


VI. The Companionship of the Bible: When 
we pass through the fire, or the water, He is 
with us; in the valley of the shadow of death; 
Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end 
of the world. 


How can we know that the Bible is ‘“‘sweeter 
than honey’? Taste and see! 
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The Grace God 


By George Burnham 


(This is the last in the series of addresses given at the Symposium in Weaverville on August 
17th and is a fitting climax to the messages which told of God’s saving grace through His Son, 
our Savior. Mr. Burnham’s own personal testimony of what God has done for him and his graphic 
story of God’s marvelous honoring of the Gospel as it was preached in Scotland, England and 
on the Continent earlier this year, all are calculated to strengthen our faith and fill our hearts 


with thanksgiving. 


Work 


Our readers will be interested to know that Mr. Burnham’s newspaper dispatches from abroad 
are to be published in book form by Fleming H. Revell Co. in November. Title - Billy Graham— 


Mission Accomplished.” ) 


For the last several months it has been my 
privilege to travel with Dr. Billy Graham in 
Great Britain and Europe where he conducted 
crusades and meetings in numerous cities. Dur- 
ing this time I wrote daily newspaper articles 
for about 300 newspapers in the United States, 
Canada and Alaska, with a total readership of 
some 40,000,000 daily. I am not in any way 
trying to brag about what I have done because 
God has made all this possible. And, I don’t 
think it will be possible for you to understand 
my true feelings about results of the Billy 
Graham campaigns until I first bring you up 
to date. 

Four and a half years ago I was a newspaper 
bum on the verge of bankruptcy and had seri- 
ously thought of suicide. My family had left 
me on one occasion and was about to leave 
again permanently. 

It hadn’t always been like this. I grew up 
in a wonderful Christian home with a great 
mother and father, and I believe with all my 
heart that I would be dead and in hell if it 
hadn’t been for their faithful prayers. They 
told me about God and Christ. I listened po- 
litely. But these things didn’t have any place 
in my life. I was too busy playing football, 
basketball, going to dances with pretty girls and 
learning how to drink whiskey with the “smart 
set. 

I don’t believe any man has ever touched a 
drop of whiskey with the intention of becom- 
ing an alcoholic. But when he takes that first 
drink he doesn’t know what the last will be 
like. It was during the four years that I was 
in the Navy that I crossed the borderline that 
divides the social drinker from the alcoholic. 
= the time I was publishing a newspaper in 

razil. 


I returned home and left the home town 
where I had been a city editor of the daily 
paper because I was a hypocrite. I had a pretty 
good reputation in town and [I didn’t want 
the people to learn what a no-good character 
I was in the privacy of my home. 
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I went to Chattanooga and got a job as night 
editor of the Associated Press. After three years 
Associated Press fired me—not because I 
couldn’t do the job but because they couldn't 
depend on me to show up and do it. I don't 
know why the Chattanooga News-Free Press, 
the paper with which I am now connected, gave 
me a job. I didn’t deserve one. But they did. 
I tried to show my appreciation by stopping 
drinking. But I couldn’t do it. Sometimes I 
would stay sober three or four weeks on miser- 
able will power. But the will power would 
give out and it would be worse than _ ever. 
Once, after I had been sober for a few weeks 
the paper sent me to Miami, Florida, to write 
some color stories on the Orange Bowl Football 
Game. I stayed drunk for several days, sold 
my ticket for $10 and didn’t even see the game 
that I had gone hundreds of miles to report. 
I don’t think I would have ever returned to 
Chattanooga if a fellow hadn’t found me and 
put me on the train. I hadn’t eaten in several 
days but was ashamed to go to the club car 
because I was too shaky to pick up a glass 
off the table and bring it to my mouth. 


For some reason the paper didn’t fire me, 
and several days later I was sitting in the office 
when I noticed a little two or three paragraph 
story that a man by the name of Dr. Fred Gar- 
land from Roanoke, Virginia, an evangelist, 
was going to tell his life story that night at one 
of the local churches. I had no interest in Fred 
Garland, God, Jesus Christ, or the church that 
he was going to speak from. 


I asked the city editor to let me go out and 
write a human interest story about him because 
I got paid time and half for night assignments. 
I sat there on the front row that night with 
the photographer and listened to the most in- 
credible story I think I ever heard—about a 
former dope fiend, an alcoholic, who found 
Christ, hanging on the bars of Tombs Prison 
in New York City. Then he gave an invitation 
for people in the congregation to find the same 
new life that he had found. I knew this was 
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what I needed. But silly, false pride held me 
back. I was afraid the photographer would go 
back to the paper and tell the fellows I had 
gone soft and I was a hard-drinking newspaper- 
man. I didn’t find out till later that the photog- 
rapher was a fine Christian man who had been 
praying for me. 


Dr. Garland dismissed the congregation and 
he came over to where I was standing with the 
photographer. He said, “George, I appreciate 
the publicity you are going to give me. But I 
want to ask you a question.” He is the only 
man that ever asked me this question face to 
face. He said, ““Have you ever committed your 
life to the Lord Jesus Christ?” I said, “No, I 
haven’t.””. He said, “Wouldn’t you like to?” 
And I replied, “I don’t understand too much 
what it is all about. But if He can do for me 
what He has done for you I would like to do 
it. I can look at you and tell that you are 
happy. I am miserable.” He asked me if I 
would go into a little side room of the church 
and pray with him. The only thing that I had 
ever gotten out of prayer was the calisthenics 
involved. 


He opened the Bible and showed me that 
my trouble wasn’t alcohol. That I was a sinner 
—that all have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. Then he told me the simple, 
beautiful story of Christ. I had heard it before 
but it had never made sense. This time it 
did. He told me that Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, came down from his home in Heaven 
and loved a miserable, no-good individual like 
George Burnham enough to die for him. It 
broke my heart. He said, “George, the Bible 
says, ‘If any man be in Christ he is a new 
ceature. Old things are passed away, behold 
all things are become new.’ You can become a 
new man right now if you will surrender your 
heart and will to Jesus Christ.” 


That night, by faith, I turned my life over 
to God. And I know that it happened exactly 
as the Bible said it would happen. I felt clean 
inside for the first time in my life. 


I wouldn’t trade one day of the last four and 
a half years for all the other 32 years put to- 
gether. We have a happy Christian home in 
which there is a lot of laughter and a lot of 
love, and every evening with my wife and three 
little children we kneel as a family and thank 
God for what He has done for us. 


A couple of years ago I was in the Mayflower 
Hotel in Washington reading the Bible just be- 
fore retiring for the night. I saw some words 
in Psalm 113 that said the Lord will pick a 
man up out of the dust of the earth and let 
him associate with princes of the world. The 
next morning I went down and had breakfast 
with President Eisenhower, Billy Graham and 
a number of noted people. God had done ex- 
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actly that for me—out of the dust to associating 
with princes. 


My associations with Billy Graham have been 
the most memorable experiences of my life, 
next to finding Christ himself. I covered his 
campaign in Chattanooga several years ago. 
And then God worked it out so that I could 
cover the Harringay Crusade in London during 
1954 for. the newspaper. Readers were hungry 
for this type of news, our subscribers informed 
the owner of the paper in many favorable letters 
and personal calls. 


When Billy decided to return to Great Britain 
and Europe this year we offered the stories to 
all papers free of charge. About 300 accepted. 
God did some big things during those five 
months abroad, and I thank Him for the privi- 
lege of standing on the sidelines and trying 
to put some of them on paper. I knew that 
I didn’t have enough sense for the job, so before 
every story I knelt by the typewriter and asked 
Him for wisdom, knowledge and understanding 
to write the story as He would have it written. 
I asked Him, first of all, to bless the story so 
that it would win people to Christ, then, to 
strengthen Christians, and, finally, that it might 
please the people who sent me half way around 
the world to put God on the front page. 


Billy spoke to over 4,000,000 people and saw 
over 100,000 of them take their stand for Christ. 


Probably the most memorable single decision 
was made one night in Glasgow’s Kelvin Hall. 
A man got up out of his seat and walked down 
the aisle toward the front. He was 6 feet 
4 inches, weighed about 225, and he knew ex- 
actly where he was going. He had on those 
Scottish kilts but there was nothing sissy about 
this fellow. He was all man. Big muscles rip- 
pled in his arms as he stood there before the 
platform. He told us later how it had all hap- 
pened. He said he had been up in the High- 
lands looking after his flock of sheep when he 
heard that people were finding God in Glas- 
gow. “All my life I have wanted to find God,” 
he said, “but I never knew where to look for 
Him. I heard the answer tonight and now I 
have found Him. This is wonderful.” 


Another night a lady was sitting in the coun- 
selling room after making her decision. And 
she told the counsellor how worried she was. 
She said that her husband had always been 
very bitter against God, the Bible, church and 
Christ or anything connected with religion. And 
she expressed the fear that he might even leave 
her when she told him. At that moment she 
felt an arm being slipped around her shoulder 
and the husband said, “Don’t worry, honey, 
everything is all right now.” 


On the final night of the campaign at Kelvin 
Hall a policeman was out front directing traf- 
fic in the milling thousands. He spotted Billy 
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Graham and Howard Butt as they approached 
the door. Leaving his post, he grabbed Howard 
by the arm and said, “Mr. Butt, I am on duty 
tonight and can’t attend the meeting. But I 
want to find Christ. Will you help me?” As 
the people flowed by, Howard led the police- 
man to Christ. His face brightened and he re- 
turned to his post directing traffic—a new man 
in Jesus Christ. 7 


As great as the effect of the campaign was 
on the people—and it affected many, from the 
top rungs of society down to the lowest bum 
in the gutter—I think the greatest effect was 
on the ministers of Scotland. They had put a 
lot of pressure on Billy not to give an invitation 
at the start of the campaign. They said, “Mr. 
Graham, the cold, intelligent people of Scotland 
will not respond to an invitation to get up 
out of their seats, walk forward and accept 
Christ. You will ruin this meeting if you begin 
by giving an invitation. Maybe after the people 
have warmed up a bit it will be all right. But 
not now, at the start.’”” Billy didn’t listen to 
the preachers. He listened to God. At the first 
service he gave an invitation. A total of 472 
of Scotland’s “cold, intelligent people’ got up 
out of their seats and walked forward. 


On the day following the end of the campaign 
Billy spoke to over 1,000 ministers in Glasgow's 
Renfield Street Church. I believe this was the 
greatest address he has ever made. It had every- 
thing—humor, simplicity and power. He told 
the ministers: ‘Gentlemen, when you go into 
your pulpits next Sunday morning, for good- 
ness sake, have a Gospel to preach. And the 
Gospel is the good news that Jesus Christ came 
to save sinners. Then give the people an op- 
portunity to accept Christ.” During the talk 
he said: 


“Please make your sermons simple—in_ lan- 
guage the people can understand. That’s the 
way they want it. The trouble with so many 
preachers is that they preach to other preach- 
ers instead of to the people. Dr. Louis Evans, 
Sr., has said, “You are never profound until you 
are clear.’ The fact that so many of you preach- 
ers shoot over the heads of your congregation 
doesn’t prove that you have superior ammuni- 
tion—it just proves that you can’t shoot.” 


And he urged the ministers to speak in their 
natural voices when they enter the pulpit. “If 
half of you went into a grocery store and or- 
dered a loaf of bread with the sing-song chant 
you use in the pulpit you would never get the 
bread because the clerk wouldn’t know what 
you were talking about.” At the end of the 
message he gave these ministers an invitation— 
the same men who had put pressure on him not 
to give an invitation to the people—and every 
minister responded. They stood to their feet 
as an act of rededication. Today hundreds of 
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ministers in Scotland are giving invitations for 
the first time in their ministry and the people 
are responding. 


As big as Scotland was, London was bigger. 
God did something special during eight services 
at the Wembley Stadium. Members of the 
Graham team prayed for good weather. God 
sent awful weather. During six of the services 
it rained, snowed, sleeted or hailed. One night 
the weather was a frigid 37 degrees. Sleet was 
falling, a gale was blowing in from the Atlantic 
Ocean. It was so bad that the giant liner, the 
Queen Mary, couldn’t come into dock. But 
that night over 50,000 people sat out in the 
elements to listen to a young ex-farm boy from 
North Carolina tell them what the Bible had 
to say. When the invitation was given, over 
3,000 of the people walked out of the stands 
and made their decisions for Christ. This was 
the first time in the history of the Christian 
church that the number of decisions at Pente- 
cost had been exceeded in one service. It was 
difficult the next day to find an account of 
one of the greatest religious events in 2,000 
years. The newspapers were filled with a blow- 
by-blow account of a fist fight 6,000 miles away 
in California. ‘There was an average of over 
3,000 decisions each night. 


One night a man and his wife were among 
the thousands who walked forward. They stood 
in the pouring rain and were soaking wet as 
they humbly and unashamedly confessed their 
faith in Christ. I found out later who this man 
was. His name was Sir John Hunt. Just a few 
months before he had led the expedition that 
conquered Mt. Everest. He came back to Great 
Britain and was the toast of the entire town. 
He knelt before Queen Elizabeth and _ was 
knighted for his great accomplishment. But 
on this night he stood in the rain before God 
and surrendered his life. 


On the final day at Wembley Billy spoke to 
115,000 people. 


The next morning he spoke to less than 100 
people at Windsor Castle. In the congregation 
were Queen Elizabeth, the Duke of Edinburgh, 
Princess Margaret and the Queen Mother. Queen 
Elizabeth had been looking in on the Good 
Friday telecast when Billy Graham spoke to 
20,000,000 people in Kelvin Hall. It was after 
this service that she invited him to speak at 
Windsor Castle. 


Things were different in Europe. Billy had 
to speak through an interpreter at every meet- 
ing. But God was in it. The results were great- 
er in France, Germany, Switzerland and other 
places through interpretation than they had 
been when Billy could speak without interpre- 
tation. There was a greater percentage of de- 
cisions for Christ in these places than in Amer- 
ica or Great Britain. 
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IT CAN 


Negro Presbyterian Churches 
Organized Since 1950 


Member- 
ship 


Date 
Church Organized 


TOLD 


THE RECORD SHOWS REAL PROGRESS 


Fairview Presbyterian Church St. Peter Presbyterian Church 
Chattanooga, Tenn. Ft. Worth, Texas 


Because of YOU and YOUR GIFTS to the Presbyterian Negro 
Work Campaign, CHURCHES like these are being built over 
the General Assembly. 

What we do through the Presbyterian Church to EVANGELIZE 
the Negro in the South insures a brighter future for the Church. 


Community Chapel 
Itta Bena, Mississippi 


Hope Presbyterian Church 
Dallas, Texas 


Payments on Pledges should be channeled through the local church. 
Other gifts may be made to the local church or sent directly to the 
Presbyterian Negro Work Campaign Office, P. O. Box 1171, At- 


Pioneer Presbyterian 
Church 


Beaumont, Texas 


Eastminster Presbyterian 


Church 
Richmond, Virginia 
Faith Presbyterian 
Church 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 


Parkway Gardens 
Presbyterian Church 


Memphis, Tennessee 


All Souls Presbyterian 
Church 


Richmond, Virginia 


Westside Presbyterian 
Church 


Elberton, Georgia 


Trinity Presbyterian 
Church 


Tallahassee, Florida 


Fairview Presbyterian 
Church 


Chattanooga, Tennessee 


St. Peter Presbyterian 
Church 


Fort Worth, Texas 


Covenant Presbyterian 
Church 


Norfolk, Virginia 


Hope Presbyterian 
urch 


Dallas, Texas 


Harrison Street 
Presbyterian Church 


Longview, Texas 


Westminster Presbyterian 


Church 
Tuskegee, Alabama 


Westhills Presbyterian 
Church 


‘May 30, 


Feb. 19, 1950 


Feb. 17, 1952 


Nov. 16, 1952 


Nov. 30, 1952 


Dec. 14, 1952 


Jan. 18, 1953 


Jan. 31, 1954 


April 11, 1954 


May 16, 1954 


May 23, 1954 


1954 


Oct. 10, 1954 


Jan. 23, 1955 


Mar. 27, 1955 


58 


86 


25 


122 


152 


47 


40 


76 


127 


57 


80 


27 


40 


lanta 1, Georgia. 


Atlanta, Georgia 


The five services in Paris were described by 
Billy as the most amazing in his entire ministry. 
I walked back to his dressing room after the 
first service. He was sitting there all alone shak- 
ing his head. He said, “George, I didn’t have 
enough faith to believe that God would do this. 
I have been praying all week for 100 decisions 
so that this small handtul of Christians in Paris 
would be strengthened. I gave the invitation 
tonight and you saw what happened—over 600 
came.” It was about the same every night as 
people of many nationalities responded to the 
simple message of Jesus Christ. 


A miracle occurred one night in Stuttgart, 
Germany. As Billy got to his feet a great cloud 
of dust came down over the stadium. Lightning 
flashed. Thunder roared. Anybody who _ has 
ever been in a thunderstorm knew it was sup- 
posed to start raining. But Billy asked the 65,000 
people to pray that God would hold back the 
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rain. Skeptic reporters and Christians could 
look out and see the rain falling on all sides 
of the stadium while the meeting was under 
way. But not one drop fell inside. Several 
thousand responded to the invitation. Five 
minutes after the benediction was pronounced, 
I almost drowned trying to get to my automo- 
bile. 


Almost the same thing happened the next 
night at Nuremberg, Germany, where Billy be- 
came the first man ever to be invited to speak 
from the same platform in mammoth Soldiers 
Field where Hitler often spoke. But Billy told 
the officials he didn’t want to speak from the 
same platform. He said, “I want to speak on 
the level more even with the people and I want 
a big cross at my back. I want to speak from 
the foot of the cross.” Again, he gave the same 
simple message that God was honoring. At the 
invitation several thousand came from the 
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packed throng of 70,000. Hundreds of them 
were American GI’s in combat boots. Other 
hundreds were. Germans. These people had 
spent most of their adult lives fighting one an- 
other with deadly bullets. But now they stood 
together at the foot of the cross and there was 
love in their hearts for one another. 


Success followed success as Billy preached the 
Word. Christians around the world prayed. 


Climax of the European tour came in Geneva, 
Switzerland on the day before the Big Four 
conference at “the Summit.” That morning Cliff 


Barrows and Billy Graham went in the same 
little church where President Eisenhower went 
to kneel humbly before his God and asked for 
wisdom in the days immediately ahead. That 
afternoon 25,000 gathered at a great open air 
prayer meeting where Billy Graham spoke. The 
people prayed for the four delegates who would 
sit down at a table the next day and try to work 
out the problems of the world. The people 
prayed that God would be sitting at the table 
as the Number One delegate. They were re- 
minded shortly before the prayer that “there 
is no peace outside of Jesus Christ.” 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR OCTOBER 30 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


J esus Proclaims His Mission 


Background Scripture: Luke 4:16-44 
Devotional Reading: James 1:22-27 


“Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only,’”’ says James, in our Devotional Reading. I am 
sure that the practical James would say to us who are preachers, “Be ye doers of the word,” and 
not preachers only. It is a good thing when a preacher practices what he preaches. For us human 
preachers the ideals we preach are far beyond and above us, but we can at least try to reach forth 
and upwards, as Paul did. Jesus, the Perfect Preacher, never said, do as I say, But Come, follow Me. 


He led the way. He practiced what He preached. 
He preached the Sermon on the Mount, and 
He lived the Sermon on the Mount. He 
preached a sermon at Nazareth, explaining and 
proclaiming His Mission, and in the balance of 
the chapter we are told how he carried out the 
Mission. James also tells us that, ‘Pure religion 
and undefiled before God and the Father is 
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from 
the world.” Jesus lived an “unspotted”’ life, and 
He ministered to the helpless and _ afflicted 
groups of people, represented by the “father- 
less and widows.” 


For convenience let me arrange the lesson as 
follows; (1) His Reception at Nazareth, (2) 
His Sermon at Nazareth, and (3) His Ministry 
in Capernaum. 


I. Jesus’ Reception at Nazareth: 16,17; 22-30. 


Nazareth lived up to its reputation as ex- 
pressed in the proverb, and question, Can there 
any good thing come out of Nazareth? Nazareth, 
where He had been brought up. We would 
have expected a different reception here in His 
‘Home Town.” I suppose that if He had gone 


away somewhere and “made his fortune,” or if | 


He had risen to some position of power, or 
prominence, that there would have been a ““Wel- 
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coming Committee,” and a Parade, and He 
would have been hailed as the town’s hero. 
However, they did not recognize His greatness 
of heart and soul and Sonship with the Father. 
The trouble was not with Him, but with the 
town. “As His custom was.” He had attended 
the synagogue all His days as the Carpenter of 
Nazareth. Everybody knew Him; Yet, nobody 
knew Him. “The Man Whom Nobody Knows” 
would have been a suitable name for Him at 
Nazareth. He had lived among them as a 
worker; when He came as a Teacher and 
Preacher, they rejected Him. He was to be 
“despised and rejected of men,” and here was 
the first sample. They could not help but mar- 
vel at His gracious words, but stubborn unbelief 
locked their minds and hearts. There are still 
many people of this sort in the world. 


He quoted the familiar proverbs, ‘Physician, 
heal thyself,’”’ and “No prophet is accepted in his 
own country.” There is another proverb which 
might apply in a sense, “Familiarity breeds con- 


_ tempt.’’ They were so used to Him, seeing Him 


go to and from His carpenter’s shop, that they 
refused to see Him in any other role. Com- 
paring this account with the ones in Matthew 
and Mark, we see more of this unbelief. Mat- 
thew tells us, “And He did not many mighty 
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works there because of their unbelief,” and Mark 
says of this visit, “And he could there do no 
mighty works, save that he laid his hands upon 
a few sick folk, and healed them.” Even the 
ministry of the Savior is limited because of 
unbelief. Luke tells us further, that, after he 
had compared them to the woman of Sarepta, 
to whom Elijah was sent, and to Naaman, to 
whom Elisha was sent, they were filled with 
wrath and rose up and thrust Him out of their 
city, and led him unto the brow of the hill 
whereon their city was built, that they might 
cast Him down headlong. “But he _ passing 
through the midst of them, went his way.” No 
wonder that “He marveled at their unbelief.” 
There are none so blind as those who will not 
see, as the Pharisees later. 


II. Jesus’ Sermon at Nazareth: 17-21. 


We have only a short extract, I suppose, from 
the sermon. The text is taken from Isaiah 61:1. 
It is a beautiful description and summary of 
His mission of mercy and salvation. He applies 
these words to himself as He says to them in 
verse 21; This day is this Scripture fulfilled in 
your ears. I wish to look at each one of these 
descriptive phrases and see if we cannot form 
a picture of the glorious character of His Mis- 
sion. 


“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because 
he hath anointed me.’’ How every true preacher 
longs for such an anointing! How often has he 
earnestly prayed for such “unction” from above! 
How futile are all his efforts without it! Here 
we have the picture of the Anointed Preacher, 
lilled with the Spirit. Oh, that this might be 
true of us, each one of us, as we stand before 
our congregations every Sabbath! 


‘To preach the gospel to the poor.” The gos- 
pel is especially fitted to the condition of the 
poor because it is “without money, and without 
price.” Then, there are so many poor people 
in the world; poor in material possessions, poorer 
still, perhaps, in spiritual goods; some of the 
rich in this world being the poorest of all in 
these latter things. Someone said that God must 
love poor people because He made so many of 
them. I do not believe, or like, that saying. 
It is not God Who made men and women poor; 
it is sin; either their own sins or the sins of 
others. Sin robs human beings of their riches, 
and Satan holds them in abject poverty and 
slavery. Sometimes sin, the sin of laziness, or 
drunkenness, or licentiousness, makes a man 
poor; sometimes greed, or avarice, or selfish- 
ness, on the part of those who employ him. 
Look at the rich “nabobs” of India, rolling in 
wealth, while the masses starve in their hovels! 
The poor, the “poor in spirit,’”’ are more eager 
and ready to hear and accept the “good news.” 


‘He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted.” 
Sin, Suffering, Sorrow are bound together in 
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lasting bonds. The world is full of broken- 
hearted men, women, and children. To all of 
these Jesus is saying, “Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn 
of me, for I am meek and lowly, and ye shall 
find rest unto your souls.” The ‘Man of Sor- 
rows” knows how to sympathize with the broken- 
hearted, for His heart was broken on the cross 
of Calvary. 


“To preach deliverance to the captives.” We 
talk glibly, and rather proudly, about our ‘Free 
World,” or the part we call free. But no part 
of this sin-cursed world is free, not even the 
United States. Whosoever commits sin is the 
Slave of sin. Let the first of the nations that 
are without sin cast the first stone. If the Mas- 
ter would speak these words again, we in Amer- 
ica would have to hang our heads in shame, 
and sneak away. The Emancipation Proclama- 
tion did not free our land of slaves. White 
and black alike are still in bondage. “If the 
Son shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.”’ 
Only Christ can free the slaves in our beloved 
land. The gospel tells us how to be delivered 
from the Penalty, the Pollution, and the Power, 
of sin. 


“Recovering of sight to the blind.” Satan, 
the god of this world, has blinded the minds of 
those that believe not, lest the light of the 
glorious gospel should shine unto them. The 
devil has done his best, (or worst) to “shut 
the sunshine out” of men’s hearts and _ lives. 
Lord, that our eyes might be opened, said the 
blind beggars. If we will pray this prayer in 
earnest, even if we are as blind spiritually as 
those beggars were physically, the light will 
come in, and we will see. We can see the blind- 
ness of cultured America, as clearly as the igno- 
rant blindness of the heathen in Africa, or China. 
Men occupy chairs in our Universities who are 
as blind as bats, even men with Ph.D.’s after 
their names. Jesus said to some of the proud 
and educated Pharisees, If ye were blind, ye 
should have no sin; but now ye say, We see; 
therefore your sin remaineth. Some of the most 
hopeless blind are those who pretend to teach 
others; If the blind lead the blind, then both will 
fall into the ditch. One such man, in one of 
our biggest Universities, recently died. He was 
given a “sanctuary” and a fat salary by our 
people, and became famous (or infamous, I 
would say) by his open advice to Communists 
to refuse to say on the witness stand that they 
were Communists. Why do we have such blind 
people? Paul explains it very simply in his de- 
scription of such men in the first chapter of 
Romans: “Their foolish heart was darkened. 
Professing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools.”” These words are just as true in 1955 
as in 55. 

“To set at liberty them that are bound.” Satan 
is a terrible taskmaster. Ihe Egyptians beat 
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and tortured the poor slaves in Egypt, and made 
their lives bitter with hard bondage. Satan still 
beats and tortures those who serve him. From 
the crown of their heads to the soles of their 
feet they are covered with wounds and bruises 
and putrefying sores. No human physician can 
heal them, or soothe their pain. There is Balm 
in Gilead, and a Physician there. The bound 
slaves can be freed and the aching wounds cured. 


“To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” 
Jesus stopped His reading at this point, although 
Isaiah goes on to tell of Judgment and the Day 
of Wrath. That Day of Vengeance and Judg- 
ment has not come yet. It is still ““The Accept- 
able Year” of the Lord. This is the “Day of 
Salvation.” The door of God’s mercy is still 
open. All may enter who will. We can still 
plead with sinners to come, for all things are 
now ready. | 


What a wondertul Outline of the Mission of 
the Savior! 


II. Practicing His Sermon: 
Balance of the Chapter. 


He could not practice it in Nazareth, because 
of their unbelief, so He went to Capernaum. 
There they were astonished at His teaching, and 
even more astonished at His mighty works. He 
spoke with authority, and He healed with au- 
thority. In the synagogue there was a man with 
an unclean spirit, and with divine authority 
He commands the evil spirit to come out, and 
he came out. He had preached about setting 
men free; now He sets a captive free. He went 
from the synagogue to the home of Simon 
Peter, and restored his wife’s mother from the 
fever. 


When the sun was setting all that were sick 
came. What a clinic! What a Physician! “He 
laid his hands upon every one of them and 
healed them.” Verses 43 and 44 tell us : And 
he said unto them, I must preach the kingdom 
of God to other cities also : for therefore am I 
sent. And he preached in the synagogues of 
Galilee. 


Preaching and Practicing! This was His Mis- 
sion in the world. 
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by J. B. PHILLIPS 


The Young 
Action 


A Translation 
Of The Acts Of 
The Apostles 


HE astonishing vitality and immediacy of 

J. B. Phillips’ translations from the New 

Testament have made them world-famous. 
Now he has used his extra-ordinary ability in a 
new translation of the Acts of the Apostles. The 
result is a powerful book which restores the 
original impact and strength of Luke’s great 
work. 


Written with the skill of a practiced scholar, 
this translation is completely faithful to Luke’s 
style and meaning. The use of the idiomatic 
English of today gives the immortal passages a 
new forcefulness and relevance impossible in 
the beautiful but often archaic phrases with 
which we are familiar. 


A further clarifying aid is the inclusion of maps 
which illustrate the areas of the Apostles’ 
ministry. $2.50 
Also by this author: 


LETTERS ‘TO YOUNG CHURCHES: 


A Translation of the New Testament Epistles $2.75 
THE GOSPELS: 
Translated into Modern English $2.75 


Order trom your 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 
l Box 1176 Box 1020 Box 6127 
Richmond 9, Va. Dallas21, Tex. Atlanta 5, Ga. | 
| Please send: 
| ___ The Young Church in Action = $2.50 | 
| ___ Letters to Young Churches $2.75 | 
| The Gospels $2.75 | 
pe 
| 
| Nose | 
| 
City” State 
[] Cash Charge 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 30 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Righteousness Of God 


Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Romans 10:1-17. 

Hymn: “Faith Of Our Fathers! Living Still” 
Offering 

Hymn: “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness” 


PROGRAM LEADER: (Our Church has designated 
this day as Reformation Sunday.) 


Righteousness is a term which we use very 
frequently in our discussions of religion. What 
does it mean? It is the quality of being and 
doing what is right in the sight of God. Right- 
eousness is “right-ness” with God. All of us rec- 
ognize that righteousness is a quality which is 
much to be desired. It is because we feel this 
need of it that we go to church and are con- 
cerned about religion. Every religious person 
has some understanding of the importance and 
the need of righteousness. We all recognize that 
it is far harder to be righteous than it is to see 
the need of it. 


An old man from the back woods was asked 
if he were a Christian. He replied, “No, but 
I’m a-gittin’ thar.”” It developed that what he 
meant by that answer was that he was trying 
to be righteous, or right with God. He was 
very much like the Jews of whom Paul wrote 
who were “going about to establish their own 
righteousness.” We still have plenty of people 
who have this idea that it is possible through 
our own efforts to be righteous before God. 
They are not all Jews and back-woodsmen either. 
Martin Luther had the same idea for a number 
of years. He tried to make himself pleasing to 
God by religious zeal, by a pilgrimage to Rome, 
and by inflicting bodily punishment on him- 
self. He did not find satisfaction in any or all 
of his efforts. He became convinced more surely 
that “all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags.”’ 
Isa.64:6. Luther discovered the answer to his 
problem in the Bible where he found that the 
only righteousness acceptable to God is God's 
very own righteousness, and God gives of His 


righteousness as a garment to those who believe 


in His Son for salvation. With this rediscovered 
truth he determined to set the world free from 
the stifling legalism of the Roman Church. 


First SPEAKER: 

The Bible affirms the righteousness of God 
many times and in many ways, but it is most 
clearly revealed in Jesus Christ. He was born 
into the world of humanity without sin, being 
the child of Mary on the human side and of 
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the Holy Spirit on the divine side. He lived 
under the same moral law as did all other human 
beings, but He kept the law perfectly where 
all others have broken it. He “was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.” Heb. 
4:15. Jesus Christ is the one exception to the 
statement that “all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God.” Rom. 3:23. Jesus dem- 
onstrated the righteousness of God in a most 
conclusive way, and, being in human form, He 
did it as our representative. 


SECOND SPEAKER: 

Jesus not only lived righteously, He died for 
the unrighteous. ““The wages of sin is death” 
(Rom. 6:23), but Jesus, being sinless, did not 
deserve this punishment. Every man who sins 
must answer for his own sin. One sinner, there- 
fore, cannot die for the sin of another. The 
only person who can die in the place of a sinner 
is one who has no sin, one who is perfectly 
righteous. Jesus was qualified as a substitute 
because He was righteous, and because He loved 
us He died in our stead. The Bible tells it in 
these words: “For when we were yet without 
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungod- 
ly . . . But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us.” Rom. 5:6,8. Peter writes of the 
same thing when he says, “Who his own self 
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that 
we, being dead unto sin, should live unto right- 
cousness.” Pet. 7:24. 


‘THIRD SPEAKER: 

Our only hope of ever being righteous in 
the sight of God is based on the righteousness 
of Christ. As our representative He did the 
two things mentioned by the first two speakers: 
(1) He lived perfectly under the law, and. (2) 
He gave Himself as an acceptable sacrifice for 
our sins. The Bible says, ‘““For he (God) hath 
made him (Christ) to be sin for us, who knew 
no sin; that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him.” II Cor. 5:21. We become 
righteous, not by striving to improve ourselves, 
but by yielding our lives in faith to the Son of 
God. “But to him that worketh not, but be- 
lieveth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
faith is counted for righteousness.”” Rom. 4:5. 
The church, then, is not a self-improvement 
society, but a body of people who have put their 
faith in Christ to forgive their sin and to clothe 
them in His righteousness. “For by grace are 
ye saved through faith; and that not of your- 
selves: it is the gift of God: not of works, lest 
any man should boast.” Eph. 2:8,9. 
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PROGRAM LEADER: 


Human beings are naturally inclined to be 
independent. We would like to think that we 
can become good enough to please God without 
help from anyone. The Bible tells us this is 
impossible. The only way for us to become 
righteous is to accept by faith the forgiveness 
and the righteousness of Christ. In one of his 
parables Jesus told of a man who was cast out 
of a wedding feast because he was not wearing 
a wedding garment. Our wedding garment is 
the righteousness of Christ which is received by 
faith alone. If we want to stand acceptably in 
the presence of God, we must be clothed in the 
righteousness of His Son. Jesus said, “No man 
cometh unto the Father, but by me.” John 14:6. 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
Sunday, October 23, Psalm 84. 


How does the poetic language of this passage 
heighten the Psalmist’s expression of his love 
for the house of God? Notice such phrases as: 
“my soul fainteth” (v.2), “my heart and flesh 
sing’ (v.2), “in whose heart are the highways 
to Zion” (v.5), “valley of weeping” (v.6), “a 
day in Thy courts” (v.10), “doorkeeper in the 
house of my God” (v.10). The Jew found God’s 
presence in the Temple at Jerusalem (vv.1,2). 
The Christian finds God’s presence within his 
soul through Christ wherever he may be (I Cor. 
6:19, Rev. 21:22). How does your longing for 
fellowship with God compare with that of the 
Psalmist? What does the Lord mean to the 
Psalmist in his daily, personal life (vv.1,4,5a,11, 
12)? How does the Psalmist express the way 
the Lord has undergirded and strengthened him 
(vv.7,9,lla) ? Notice again, the extent of the 
Psalmist’s devotion to God (v.10). Ask God 
to meet the needs of your heart in terms of your 
fellowship with Him, your devotion to Him, 
and the weaknesses and failings you discover in 
yourself as you meditate on the truths you have 
read. 


Monday, October 24, Hebrews 1:1-4. 


Think back over your knowledge of Old Tes- 
tament incidents in which God spoke to man 
in some way. What was His main avenue of 
communication (v.1)? In what ways is_ the 
method by which God has chosen to speak to 
us today superior to that of the Old Testament 
(vv.2-4) ? Think about each of the phrases that 
tells something about Christ in vv.2-4. Of what 
other passages in the Bible does v.2 remind you 
(Cf. John 1:1-4)? v.3a (Cf. John 1:14)? What 
aspects of Jesus’ life and teachings can you think 
of that show how He “reflects the glory of God 
and bears the very stamp of His image’”’ (v.3) ? 
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What has God said to you through the life and 
teachings of His Son? Does your Christian life, 
in some measure, bear the stamp of His image? 


Tuesday, October 25, John 1:1-18. 


We have had several studies on Christ in this 
passage. This time we will concentrate on John 
the Baptist (vv.6-8,15). What was his main task 
(vv.6-8) ? Verses 19-42 give an account of how 
he fulfilled this task. Notice who the Jews 
thought he was (vv.20-21,24). What impact must 
John have made on the populace (Matthew 
3:4-8) ? How does John identify himself (v.23) ? 
How does he regard himself in relation to Christ 
(vv.15,26,27,30) ? How do you regard yourself in 
relation to Christ? How do John’s statements 
about Christ bear out the purpose of his mis- 
sion (vv.29,36)? How, then, would John feel 
about some ot his own disciples following Christ 
(vv.35-37,40-42) ? How would you feel if some 
of your children left you to serve Christ on the 
foreign mission field? 


Wednesday, October 26, Ephesians 1:15-22. 


Do you ever wish that you knew more about 
your Christian faith—more about your future 
in the family of God (v.18) and more 
about the power for daily living that is avail- 
able to you now (v.14)? What key words do 
you find in vv.17,18 that tell how this knowl- 
edge is obtained? Can you obtain it through the 
reasonings and puzzlings of your own mind 
(v.17)? Through what channel other than the 
mind does God speak to us (v.18a)? Why was 
it that Paul could pray for a real revelation 
from God for the Ephesians (vv.15-16)? God 
does not reveal His deeper truth to those who 
have not already experienced some growth in 
their Christian knowledge and _ experience 
(vv.15-16). Ask God to teach you, and trust 
Him to do so (3:20). 


Thursday, October 27, Romans 1:8-17. 


Paul had never visited Rome when he wrote 
this letter. What indications are there of Paul’s 
sincere interest in the Roman _ Christians 
(vv.8-11)? Is your prayer list limited to your 
own acquaintances, or does it include mission- 
aries and Christian groups in other parts of 
the world? What was the purpose of Paul’s 
desire to visit Rome (vv.10-13)? It was over 
two years before his prayer of v.10 was answered 
(Acts 24:27;28:16). Do you become discour- 
aged if your prayers are not answered immedi- 
ately? Is there any conceit in Paul’s words in 
vv.11,13b? What seems to be the main drive 
of Paul’s life (vv.13b-16; 15:19-20)? Are you 
serving Christ to enhance your own reputation 
or to spread the Gospel to others? 


Friday, October 28, II Corinthians 11:21-29. 


False Jewish teachers were undermining Paul’s 
authority in the Corinthian Church and setting 
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themselves up as apostles (vv.12-15). What as- 
pects of Paul’s ability did they belittle (10:10; 
11:5-6) ? How did these false apostles treat the 
Corinthians (11:19-20)? How did Paul treat 
them (vv.8-11)? Notice what Paul has_ been 
through for the sake of the Gospel (vv.21-29). 
Would Paul’s life itself be a sufficient answer 
to zealous adherents of present-day cults? How 
would Paul have answered a Jehovah’s Witness? 
Have the zeal and devotion displayed by false 
cults put you to shame? Is Paul bragging when 
he talks about himself (12:8-10) ? What was his 
main concern (12:19)? Are you inclined to give 
yourself in complete abandon (21-29) to the 
spiritual upbuilding of others? 


Saturday, October 29, Matthew 22:34-40. 


Among the Pharisees lawyers were considered 
the highest authorities on Old Testament law. 
(v.34-35) What was the Pharisees’ motive in ques- 
tioning Christ (vv.15,34,35) ? How was the lawyer 
struck with Christ’s answer (Mark 12:28,32) ? 
Do you think that Jesus’ answer of vv.37-40 was 
appropriate? Do you think these command- 
ments summarize Jesus’ own teaching? What ad- 
vantages did Jesus gain by launching His coun- 
ter-attack with a question (v.41)? The Messiah 
was prophesied to be a descendant of David 
(vv.42-43) , and it was definitely recognized that 
Psalm 110 (from which v.44 is quoted) was 
Messianic. What claim was Christ making for 
Himself through David (vv.44-45)? Notice the 
reaction (v.46). Paul answers the question of 
v.45 in Romans 1:3-4. Are you ready to give 
an answer to those who would assail your basic 
Christian beliefs? 


Church News 


The General Fund and 
and Interchurch Agencies 


Statement of Receipts 
January 15 - September 30, 1955 


THE GENERAL FUND AGENCIES 


Budget for 1955 $777,378.00 
Received from January 15 through 
September 30, 1955 275,412.15 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 35.42 
Balance needed for the year 501,965.85 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 


Budget for 1955 $19,700.00 
Received from Jan. 15 through 
September 30, 1955 8,410.35 


Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 42.69 
Balance needed for the year 11,289.65 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer 
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Birmingham, Ala. — The Rev. James J. 
Alexander, associate secretary of Negro Work, 
Board of Church Extension in Atlanta, has been 
elected moderator of Birmingham Presbytery. 
Election took place at the presbytery’s stated fall 
meeting here on September 13. 


The Rev. Robert L. Williamson, pastor of 
Wylam Church, Birmingham, presided at the 
meeting held at South Highlands Church. 


Miami, Fla. — The Rev. Neil Wyrick, Jr., 
former pastor of the Presbyterian Church at 
Brookneal, Va., has accepted the pastorate of 
newly organized Palmetto Church, Miami. Mr. 
Wyrick preached his first sermon September 25. 
Services were held in a South Miami elementary 
school. 


Mr. Wyrick is a graduate of Hampden-Sydney 
College and Union Theological Seminary, Rich- 
mond. 


Palmetto Church was begun by Rev. Daniel 
Iverson, who for 24 years was pastor of Shenan- 
doah Church in Miami, and the church was of- 
ficially organized by the Everglades Presbytery 
in June. Ruling elders of the new congregation 
are Francis IT. Swackhamer, Willard Morris, and 
Paul Thomas. 


Synod of Florida — Orlando, Fla. — The 
Synod of Florida, meeting in Orlando on Sep- 
tember 21 and 22, endorsed the General As- 
sembly’s stand against segregation, calling on 
Presbyterians in Florida to drop racial barriers 
in churches and church-supported institutions. 


Action came in the form of acceptance of a 
number of recommendations presented by the 
Synod Committee on Christian Relations. <A 
formal protest to the action, showing that all 
members of the court did not agree, was voiced 
by eight individuals, four ruling elders and four 
ministers. 


The recommendations were contained in a 
report presented by the Rev. Raymond Wicker- 
sham, chairman of the committee and pastor of 
the First Church of Fernandina Beach. All 
recommendations were approved as recommend- 
ed except two, one of which was turned down 
and another amended. 


The Synod voted to ask all Presbyteries to 
have Committees on Christian Relations; to 
enlarge the Synod committee; to ask ministers 
and laymen of the Church to lead in their com- 
munities in forming interracial councils to de- 
velop mutual understanding and good will; to 
ask the trustees of colleges under the control 
of the Synod or its Presbyteries to consider re- 
moving any barriers of race in admitting stu- 
dents; to ask the churches to study the Christian 
Relations reports “Two Major Issues” and 
“Unity With Diversity.” 
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Also, the recommendations urged the reading 
of the Bridge, Christian Relations publication; 
recommended close cooperation between the 
Synod committee and similar committees of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., in Florida; set 
the month of January as month of special em- 
phasis for Christian Relations; and followed 
“the lead of our General Assembly in affirming 
that enforced segregation of the races is con- 
trary to Christian theology and contrary to the 
best Christian practices.” 


A resolution asking that directors of Adult 
and Youth conferences in the Synod “consider 
adopting an interracial policy’ was amended to 
ask that they ‘“‘take under advisement an inter- 
racial policy” and report back to the next meet- 
ing of Synod. 


Only recommendation turned down was one 
which stated: “That our churches in _ their 
evangelistic programs consider an appeal to all 
peoples within the normal limits of their church 
area, regardless of race or economic status.” 


Following the action on these recommenda- 
tions, the written protest was presented, and 
voted down by the Synod. The report stated 
that the eight men signing it wanted to protest 
“the spirit of the report in following the As- 
sembly in the exaggerated political question of 
segregation at this time.’”’ The protest was re- 
ceived by the Synod, but only after the mod- 
erator, the Rev. Walter Passiglia, pastor of Ybor 
City Church, Tampa, had appointed a special 
committee to draft a reply to the protest, and 
the reply had been heard. 


The Rev. Frank P. Anderson, associate pastor 
of the First Church, St. Petersburg, was named 
chairman of the special committee. ‘The answer 
stated that the report “in no wise injected the 
issue of segregation as a political question but 
as a Christian principle which the church is hav- 
ing to face in our day.” 


Those signing the protest were W. D. Stewart, 
Tallahassee; A. L. Vreeland, Chattahoochee; 
D. A. Swicord, Panama City; and J. E. Fisher, 
Tampa, ministers; and J. W. Usher, Miami; 
Ellis Banks, Maitland; S. V. Butler, Havana; 
and Harry Jukes, Tampa, elders. 


Following the action accepting the recommen- 
dations of the Christian Relations committee, 
Dr. J. McDowell Richards, Moderator of the 
General Assembly and president of Columbia 
Theological Seminary, Decatur, commended it: 


“T feel assured,” he said, “that the churches 
of your synod will work out individual pro- 
grams with charity, love, and understanding.” 
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1956 Church Officers Training Class 


The Church Officer Training Class which has 
been conducted so successfully in Louisville 
for the past two years will be repeated in the 
winter of 1956, at the Warren Memorial Presby- 
terian Church. The dates are January 22 and 
29, and February 5, 12, 19, and 26. The classes 
will meet at 7:30 p.m. for two hour sessions on 
each of the evenings scheduled. The theme to 
be considered is ““The Relevance of the Chris- 
tian Gospel for Every Day Living” and members 
of the faculty of the Louisville Presbyterian 
Seminary will do the teaching. This training 
class is sponsored by the Kentuckiana Presby- 
terian Men’s Council. 


New Orleans, La. — Ground breaking for the 
new TeSelle Educational building adjoining 
Canal Street Presbyterian Church at 4302 Canal 
Street is slated for 3 p.m. Sunday, October 2. 
The entire congregation is invited to attend, 
according to the minister, Rev. Thomas M. 
Davis, who will preside. 


The first shovelful of earth for the new $142,- 
000 building will be turned by Louis T. Frantz, 
chairman of the building committee. W. 
TeSelle, senior elder at Canal Street Presbyterian 
Church for whom the building is named, will 
assist on the program. 


Maxwell, N. C. — New officers of the Student 
Christian Association, elected by the student 
body of Presbyterian Junior College, Maxwell, 
are Larry Winston King, Durham, N. C., presi- 
dent; Robert Tolar, Lumberton, N. C., vice 
president; Charles Franklin Jeffrey, Jr., Raleigh, 
N. C., secretary and treasurer. Larry King of 
Durham was named head of the Phi Theta Kap- 
pa Honorary Scholastic Fraternity; with Theo- 
dore Samuel Johnson, of Abbottsburg, N. C., 
vice president; William Norman Matheson, 
Cheraw, S. C., secretary and treasurer. 


Charlotte, N. C. — Seven prominent leaders 
and speakers on world missions took part in the 


_ First Missionary Conference at Sharon Presby- 


terian Church in Charlotte, September 18 - 25. 
The conference, under the direction of E. B. 
Byrd, chairman of the World Missions Com- 
mittee of Sharon Church, had for its theme, 
“Go Ye Into All The World.” 


Among those who participated in the week’s 
meeting were Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Hopper, who 
have served for more than thirty years in Korea; 
Mr. and Mrs. Jule C. Spach, back for their first 
furlough from the North Brazil mission; the 
Rev. John O. Barksdale, on furlough from Japan 
where he has served since 1951; Mrs. C. Darby 
Fulton, wife of the executive secretary of the 
Board of World Missions, and former missionary 
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with her husband to Japan; and Dr. L. Nelson 
Bell, member of the Board of World Missions, 
former missionary to China, and at present prac- 
ticing surgeon in Asheville, N. C. 


On Sunday, closing day of the Conference, 
Mrs. Fulton spoke on “The Call of Mexico,” 
and Dr. Bell delivered two addresses, one in 
the morning on ““The World’s Need and Christ's 
Command,” and in the evening on, “The Mis- 
sionary Challenge,’ the message which closed 
Sharon Church’s First Missionary Conference. 


Centennial, Manning, S. C. — The Manning. 


Presbyterian Church observed the Centennial of 
its founding on Sunday, September 25th, with 
a Home-coming service. 


The invocation and benediction were made 
by Dr. C. M. Richards of Davidson whose wife 
was the daughter of the Rev. James McDowell 
the first pastor. The Rev. McDowell was pastor 
for 42 years. The sermon was preached by Dr. 
Francis W. Gregg, the second pastor of the 
church who served from 1900-03. 


The Rev. L. B. McCord, pastor from 1913-25 
and Dr. John C. Bailey, one time supply pastor, 
had parts in the service. Greetings from the 
Church’s Centennial Committee were brought 
by Mrs. S. I. Harvin, Jr. 


The Rev. Cameron D. L. Mosser the present 
pastor began service with the Manning Church 
in May of this year. 


Pee Dee Presbytery held the Stated Fall Meet- 
ing in the First Presbyterian Church of Cheraw, 
S. C., on September 27, 1955. Rev. I. M. Bagnal, 
of Bennettsville, was elected moderator, and Rev. 
J. E. Craig, of Effingham, Temporary Clerk. 


Presbytery received three ministers and_ar- 
ranged to install Rev. J. W. Dunlap in Darling- 
ton; Rev. E. G. Lilly in Hartsville; and Rev. 
John S. Lyles in Marion. Three young men 
were received as Candidates for the ministry: 
John Stanley of the Kinston Church; Carroll 
Odom of the White Oak Church; and Joel Eas- 
terling of the Morton Church. 


Rev. H. L. Reaves preached the retiring mod- 
erator’s sermon. Committee reports were con- 
sidered in the afternoon and Presbytery ad- 
journed to meet in the First Presbyterian Church 
of Marion, S. C., on November 1, 1955. 


J. R. Woods, Stated Clerk 
Timmonsville, S. C. 


INTRODUCE 
THE JOURNAL 
TO YOUR FRIENDS 
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Paris Presbytery (of the Synod of Texas) met 
at Presbytery’s Camp Gilmont on September 
27th for its regular Fall Session following the 
Fall Rally of the Men of the Presbytery who 
met the night before. Most of the members of 
Presbytery spent the night in Camp Gilmont. 


Rev. Polk Moffett of Greenville, ‘Texas, was 
elected Moderator, succeeding Elder ‘Tom Young 
of Commerce, Texas. Dr. Marshall Dendy, Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, gave an address on “The Theology and 
Philosophy of the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion.”” He stated that those who are in charge 
of preparing our lesson materials are conscious 
of the fact that ours is a revealed word—not 
what man has discovered, but what God has 
made known. He stated further that the faith 
we teach is related to life and deeds. You haven't 
learned it until you have learned to live with it 
and let it find expression in your heart and life. 


Rev. Len G. Orr, formerly pastor at Glade- 
water, was dismissed to the U.S.A. Church to 
accept the call of the Broken Arrow Presbyterian 
Church in Oklahoma. Rev. J]. Allen Guthrie 
was received from Mid-Texas Presbytery and 
a commission was appointed to install him as 
pastor of the Gladewater Presbyterian Church. 
Rev. Wm. R. Riley was given permission to 
labor in Red River Presbytery for one year as 
Stated Supply at Mansetield, La. 


Rev. R. Bruce Brannon, Sr., was granted a 
letter of dismissal to Dallas Presbytery that 
he might accept the call of the church at Grand 
Prairie. Rev. Frank Tobey was appointed Stat- 
ed Supply at New Boston and Corley for one 
year. Mr. Joe T. Sheeler of the Marshall 
church was received under the care of Presby- 
tery as a candidate for the gospel ministry. Mrs. 
Alicia Hardin of Waskom was received under 
the care of Presbytery as a candidate for Chris- 
tian service. Mr. Theodore Pratt presented “The 
Presbyterian Survey” and Rev. Sherrard Rice 
made the report on Synod’s campaign for $5,- 
525,000 for Synod’s institutions. Rev. Max Bar- 
ton and Rev. Walter Lazenby were elected as 
the ministerial representatives to the General 
Assembly, with Rev. Hervey Lazenby and Rev. 
T. QO. Perrin as alternates. Messrs. Paul Robin- 
son and C. E. Barton were elected as the Elder 
representatives with Messrs. L. H. Dial and H. E. 
Emerson as alternates. 

Rev. H. G. McDonell was elected Moderator 
in nomination for the next meeting and the 
invitation of the Commerce church was accepted 
for the Winter Meeting on January 17th. 

Wm. C. Cumming. 
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Women’s Work 


New Orleans, La. — Annual meeting of New 
Orleans Presbyterial will be held November 18 
at Canal Street Presbyterian Church, according 
to Mrs. Warren A. Griffith, president. 


Principal speaker will be Dr. J. Moody Mc- 
Dill, of Fondren Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
Jackson, Miss. 


The meeting will start at 9:30 a.m. with regis- 
tration and call to order at 10 am. Dr. McDill 
will speak at the morning session. Luncheon is 
at 12:15 p.m. and the afternoon program at 
| p.m. The day program is centered around 
“Forward with Christ—through Christian Fam- 
ily Life.” 


At the evening meeting which begins at 7:30 
p.m. with registration and opens at 8 p.m., Rev. 
J. N. Elder, chaplain at the only U. S. lepro- 
sarium, located at Carville, La., will speak. Each 
active member of the Women of the Church, 
in the Presbyterian Church in Louisana, has a 
“Carville buddy.’”” Communion services will take 
place that evening with the host pastor, Rev. 
Thomas M. Davis, officiating. 


New Orleans, La. — The three Presbyterial 
presidents of Louisiana in the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., “ganged up” on Dr. J. Moody 
McDill of Fondren Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
of Jackson, Miss. 


The women church officials all heard Dr. 


~McDill last summer at Synodical Training 


School at Silliman College, Clinton, La. So 
impressed were they that each Presbyterial 
president of Louisiana, unknown to the others, 
invited him to talk at their annual Presbyterial 
meeting this fall. He accepted each of the three 
invitations, all of which will take place in No- 
vember. 


This came to light at the Synodical meeting 
which was held September 27-28 in Baton Rouge, 
according to Mrs. Warren A. Griffith, of New 
Orleans, president of New Orleans Presbyterial. 
The other Presbyterial presidents in Louisiana 
are: Mrs. Marion B. Smith, of Baton Rouge, 
of Louisiana Presbyterial; and Mrs. S. R. Wil- 
liamson, of Springhill, La., and Red River Pres- 
byterial. 


New Orleans, La. — Mrs. William J. Dunn, 
of Lake Charles is the new president of the 
Women of the Church, Synod of Louisiana, suc- 
ceeding Mrs. T. D. Connell, of Shreveport. 
Other new officers elected at the 42nd annual 
ineeting September 27-28 in Baton Rouge, all 
io three-year terms, are: Mrs. Jasper W. Jones, 
of Lake Charles, corresponding secretary; Mrs. 
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STOPSMOKING 
Banish The Craving For Tobacco! 


The easily applied method explained in “THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will 
enable you to quickly and positively rid your- 
self of the Tobacco Habit. Read this book 
through. You’ll enjoy it, and if you don’t 
give up smoking, you get your money back 
and no questions asked. Postpaid only $1.00. 
NEW LIFE, Dept. SP-96 Rowan, lowa 


H. H. Balelau, of Shreveport, chairman of world 
missions; Mrs. D. Curtis Smith, of Monroe, La., 
chairman of annuities and relief; Mrs. J. R. 
Sheppard, of Alexandria, chairman of inter- 
group work, made an elective office this year. 


Hold-over officers are: Mrs. F. J. Simon, Jr., 
of New Orleans, vice-president; Mrs. C. Knox 
Poole of New Orleans, recording secretary; Mrs. 
C. H. Martin, of Monroe, La., treasurer; Mrs. 
A. T. Weiss, of Metairie, La., historian; Mrs. 
J. K. Aiken, of Baton Rouge, chairman of spirit- 
ual growth; Mrs. Robert M. McGehee, of Baker, 
La., chairman of church extension; Mrs. Joe 
Darwin of Shreveport, chairman of Christian 
education; Mrs. Greene Butler, of Homer, La., 
chairman of stewardship; Mrs. Allen’ H. 
Woodiel, of Port Sulphur, chairman of General 
Fund agencies. 


New standing committee chairmen appointed 
at Baton Rouge include: Mrs. M. L. Shepard, 
of New Orleans, program; Mrs. Curtis Tanner 
of Shreveport, nominating; Mrs. C. H. Hulbert, 
of New Orleans, Synodical Training School; Miss 
Elizabeth Williams, of Benton, La., White 
Cross; Mrs. W. L. McLeod of Shreveport, 
finance; Mrs. I. O. Alexander, of Oakdale, La., 
publicity; Mrs. C. R. Caldwell, of Shreveport, 
constitution and _ by-laws. 


Meeting theme was “The Household of God.” 


The 1956 Synodical meeting will be held Sep- 
tember 25-26 at First Presbyterian Church, of 
New Orleans. 


High Point, N. C. — The will of the late 
Mrs. Margaret J. Denny of High Point be- 
queaths more than $40,000 to six Presbyterian 
organizations. The will, filed for probate in 
Guilford County, N. C. Superior Court, grants 
Mrs. Denny’s $21,400 home in High Point to 
the first and Brentwood churches of High Point. 
Each will share equally. Sale of personal jewel- 
ry, valued at approximately $1,750, will provide 
that sum to the Board of World Missions for 
mission work. Flora Macdonald College, Glade 
Valley High School, the World Missions Board, 
and the Buffalo Presbyterian Church of Greens- 
boro, N. C., will receive $5,000 from insurance 
benefits. 
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AN INFLUENCE ON MY LIFE 


One person who has influenced my life great- 
ly is Dr. I. E. Wallace, a retired Presbyterian 
minister. Dr. Wallace, born near Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, moved to South Carolina in 1903, 
and began a life of teaching and guidance. He 
was a great influence upon people of the state, 
and he was of paramount importance in setting 
up several camps and schools for boys and girls. 

Although Doctor Wallace has not influenced 
my life on any one particular incident, he has 
influenced me greatly in a general manner, 
which is perhaps the best type of influence. I 
met Doctor Wallace for the first time after he 
had retired and was running a small nursery 
here at Clemson. He soon asked me to drive 
him to various small churches which he served 
as a supply pastor. It was on these Sunday morn- 
ing journeys that “Doc” displayed his greatest 
influence. He told me about his life as a boy 
in the hills along the Tennessee River. He de- 
veloped a love of forestry and botany and other 
natural sciences which he passed on to me. 


He possessed a curious and inquiring mind 
which led him to seek information from all 
possible sources. He started work for the Botany 
Department and began classes in forestry after 
he was seventy so that he could learn more about 
his hobbies, forestry and nurserying. 


Although this may sound more like the life 
of Doctor Wallace, it is only by describing his 
life that I can show his influence upon me, for 
it was his life itself and nothing he caused me 
to do, which has influenced me. 


Robert Gooding - August 2, 1955 
Freshman, Clemson College 


(A theme written in Freshman English class 
during a 50-minute period) 


VISITATION EVANGELISM. Wille Greene. Moody 
Press. $.75. 


Miss Greene furnishes examples and _ prin- 
ciples to encourage Christians to engage in visi- 
tation evangelism. Two of the chapters deal 
with the conversation in the home and how 
it should be simple, honest, direct and natural. 
She maintains that putting the prospect at ease 
is one of the most important factors in the suc- 
cess of your visit. She believes that this depends 
almost entirely upon the visitor being at ease 
and accepting whatever situation he finds and 
not being disconcerted or embarrassed by it. 

Though there are only 62 pages in this little 
book, it contains many practical suggestions for 
those who desire to be better prepared for visi- 
tation evangelism. 
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EXxPosITORY OUTLINES ON THE WHOLE BIBLE - 


Volume 17 - Galatians - Ephesians. Charles 


Simeon. Zondervan. $3.95. 


Charles Simeon is now coming into his own. 
For many years his writings were neglected. 
Many today are finding the Cambridge scholar 
to be a safe and inspiring counselor. His Chris- 
tianity was robust and manly. He knew that 
walking close to Christ is the only way to be 
safe or happy. He read much, prayed much, 
abounded in all the offices of love and wrote 
much. In these expositions he shows how the 
Christian must gladly glory in the cross of 
Christ and even take pleasure in distresses for 
Christ’s sake. As we read these expositions we 
still hear Simeon speaking to us saying, “Preach 
faithfully but speak the truth in love.” We rec- 
ommend this volume to all ministers who de- 
sire to expound the Scriptures judicially and 
effectively. 


SERVANTS OF  APOSTASY. Carl MclIntire. 


Christian Beacon Press. $4.00. 


SERVANTS OF APOSTASY parallels the 
author’s earlier volume MODERN TOWER 
OF BABEL. He wrote MODERN TOWER OF 
BABEL following the World Council of 
Churches which met in Amsterdam in 1948. 
This book has been written following the meet- 
ing of the World Council at Evanston in 
August, 1954. He tells us that it has been writ- 
ten as an evaluation in order to determine the 
World Council’s place of service for Jesus Christ. 

We agree with the author that the need of 
our day is for pure, true churches militant 
in behalf of the Gospel and the freedom to 
preach it and obedient in all things to Christ. 
There is certainly no disagreement on this point 
in the mind of this reviewer. The Christian 
church must have standards and conscientiously 
maintain them. In this respect we can go along 
with the author in his main contention. 


As we proceed in the reading of this book 
we have found some portions to which we could 
subscribe, some portions beside which we have 
placed a question mark and other portions in 
which we register disagreement. We especially 
disagree with Dr. MclIntire’s strictures upon 
men like Dr. Harold John Ockenga, Dr. Donald 
Grey Barnhouse, and other Bible believing min- 
isters who are valiant for the truth. These men 
have made mistakes, as all of us have, but we 
believe it is a disservice to the cause of Christ 
to spend our time criticizing other Bible be. 
lieving Christians because we differ with them 
in our methods of operation. 


Chapter 12, called “Apostles of Discord,” is 
very enlightening. It shows the deceptiveness 
of Ralph L. Roy in representing himself to be 
sympathetic toward the Fundamentalist move 
ment while in reality he was antagonistic to it. 
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We hold no briel for Christians who refuse 
to say with Paul, “I am set for the defense and 
confirmation of the Gospel,” but neither do 
we hold a brief for Christians who cannot see 
anything good in other Christians because they 
do not employ the same methods in the defense 
of the Gospel. After all is said and dene Christ 
will be our judge and he has reserved that 
prerogative exclusively for himself.—]. R. R. 


THE Epistiks YO THE PHILIPPIANS AND 
PHILEMON. Jack J. Muller. Eerdman’s. 93.50. 
COMMENTARY ON THE EPIstLeS OF JAMES AND 
Joun. Alexander Ress. Eerdman’s. $3.50. 


Both of these volumes are units in the New 
International Commentary on the New Testa- 
ment edited by Dr. Ned Stonehouse. The com- 
mentary cn the Epistles to the Philippians and 
'y Philemcen has been produced by Dr. Jacobus 
|. Muller, Professor of New Testament in the 
Theological Seminary, Stellenbosch, South Af- 
rica. He is a specialist in the field of New Tes- 
tament studies and the author of a number of 


volumes in his chosen field) ef specialization. 


He received his doctorate at Amsterdam with 
a dissertation on “The Kenotic Theory in Post- 
Reformation Theolegy.” This dissertation evi- 
dently added much to his fine comments. on 
Philippians 2. In explaining the condescension 
of Christ in his incarnaticn, the author believes 
that Christ has given us the perfect example 
of how Christians should) behave humility 
and self-renunciation with a view to the welfare 
of others. He describes Philippians 2:5-8 as a 
“Christian hymn without parallel.” He exegetes 
“in the form of God” as Christ’s divine nature 
which is inseparable trom his person and in 
which the Divine Being realizes Himself in 
his imminent, inherent, divine glorv and Godly 
attributes. His exegesis on Christ’s “‘kenosis” 
is exceptionally fine. On this point he avers “in 
a literal and absolute sense he could not have 
emptied himself of his divine essence or nature 
lor by so doing he would have ceased to be 
God. Therefore a metaphorical sense is to be 
attached to the verb ‘empty’ as in case in the 
flour other instances where Paul uses this word 
To the question: Of what did Christ 
empty himself? this verse gives no answers . 
and yet the apostle does not omit to say in 
what respect and in what way Christ ‘emptied’ 
himself according to the use of the word. The 
kenosis (emptying) of Christ consisted in his 
‘taking the form of a servant’ and ‘being made 
in the likeness of man’.””. He concludes, ‘This 
acceptance of the form of a servant by the 
eternal son of Ged and his becoming like unto 
men by his incarnation describes the kenosis 
or emptying of Christ.” We are rightly warned 
concerning the danger of kenotic theories that 
annul the scriptural doctrine of the ‘Trinity. 
On this point he affirms “the second person of 
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the Godhead cannot be severed from the first 
and third persons in such a way without ex- 
changing the doctrine of the Trinity for tri 
theism”. 


The volume on the Epistles of James and 
John by Alexander Ross is also characterized by 
careful New Testament exegesis and theological 
insight. Although this volume is a result of 
the finest of scholarship it is written with a 
consuming passion to exalt Christ. Each verse 
in these epistles is explained and excellent in- 
troductions to each epistle are presented. Many 
fine insights are offered for stimulation. For 
example, in his discussion of James 5:13-20 he 
gives us some glimpses of first century congre- 
gational life. He points out that the elders 
cf the church are to be spiritual leaders in the 
domestic life of any local congregation. Sick 
people are to call for these elders. He writes, 
“Some sick people neglect to do this and then 
feel offended because nobody has. come to see 
them though they have never sent any intima- 
tion of sickness to minister or elders.” He points 
out that the use of oil for medicinal purposes 
is mentioned along with prayer reminding us 
that we need both medicine and prayer. He 
states that this passage does not afford the 
slightest sanction for Extreme Unction. 


Any preacher’s library will be tremendously 
enriched through these two volumes. We have 


nothing but commendation for each of them. 
— 


(C:HRISTIANITY THROUGH THE CENTURIES. Earle 
Kk. Cairns. Zondervan. $5.95. 


Attention is given in this volume to the im- 
pact of Christianity upon its day and the devel- 
opment of its many doctrines and institutes up 
to the present time. The interpretation is that 
of conservative Christianity permeated with a 
Christian philosophy of history. The author 
does not ignore the environment of secular his- 
tory, or fail to relate Church history to its 
secular background. 


The first section of this volume embraces 
ancient Church history from 5 BC to 590 AD. 
Section two is a narrative of medieval Church 
history from 590 to 1517. The third division 
chronicles and interprets modern Church his- 
torv from 1517 to 1954. 


Dr. Cairns conceives of the Church as made 
up of believers who are in personal union with 
Christ by faith. He holds that this vertical 
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